Getting It Done By Women and States Leading PRI
With Congress being so badly broken, daily extending their 35-year track record of not listening, and running out of time to fix this productively, we looked for other ways to get the PRI solution implemented.  Two exciting alternatives emerged:  women and States taking the lead.
It’s easier for citizens to influence their State government than Congress, plus we’ve got fifty shots at it instead of just one.  I’ll use Texas as the example, but you can adapt that to your State and go for it.  Imagine the Governor calling a special session of the Legislature to consider the following resolution:
(Proposed) Resolution for Special Session to Consider

WHEREAS, U.S. Senate Majority Leader Reid offered States the “opt-out” option in the healthcare bill, and

WHEREAS, today’s business model for Social Security and Medicare does not use compound interest and thus


makes us pay NINE dollars to do a ONE-dollar job, now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED by the Legislature of the great State of Texas, that

We petition the United States Congress to enable Texas to opt out of federal management of Social Security and Medicare:

· Texas will take custody of our share of FICA payroll taxes and general revenue transfers to Medicare;

· Texas will take responsibility for our share of Social Security and Medicare benefits;

· Texas will assume responsibility for our share of the national debt … and pay it off!

We will convert to a business model that does use compound interest and thus spends only ONE dollar to do that ONE-dollar job of funding these retirement plans; with the resources freed up, we will:
· more than double our Social Security retirement benefits to a full 100% wage-replacement ratio;

· pay for the magnificent healthcare we want;

· secure these benefits by restoring over one million dollars of real assets to every family’s retirement and health savings accounts;

· engage our abundant savings rate as the steady engine of sustained economic growth; and

· pay off the debt without a net tax increase.
The Legislature could hold hearings to educate the public and figure out exactly how we want to implement.  When they pass the resolution and petition Congress, that puts Washington on the spot.  Hey there, Mr. Career Politician!  Want to position yourself as defending a business model that spends NINE dollars to do a ONE-dollar job?  Want to position yourself as sitting there on your millions that you earned using Freedom and Capitalism … but telling us it would somehow be a bad idea if we use Freedom and Capitalism to put millions in our account?  Want to try to sell us the notion that instead of a million dollars in our account today and reduce the burden on future generations, we should stick with zero in our account now and just double the taxes on our kids and grandkids?  Want to position yourself as refusing to pay off the debt?
If we just get some States to ask the question about opting out of federal management of these programs, we can put Congress in a situation where they have to embrace Freedom and Capitalism to save their own political hide!
Having women lead the effort brings us a couple of additional weapons:  it takes the issue out of the realm of partisan politics, and makes it bulletproof in the media so that the facts are allowed to win the debate.
Picture Governor Perry (could also be President Obama if he gets on board) announcing the special session like this:  “The men have been wringing our hands over these challenges for 30 years with no progress.  Now the ladies are going to show us how it’s done!  This is a shopping problem – we’re buying these benefits from a supplier who charges NINE, and we need to switch to suppliers who charge just ONE dollar for a ONE-dollar job.  Yes, we can multiply it times 300 million people over 75 years and arrive at some complicated trillions … and at its root it remains a shopping problem.  The ladies are the experts at shopping, so they’re going to lead a bipartisan women’s task force to get this done.  I’ve asked State Senators Judith Zaffirini and Leticia Van de Putte from the Democratic Party, and State Representative Debbie Riddle and State Comptroller Susan Combs from the Republican Party, to be the steering committee of this task force in the special session.  Here’s Senator Van de Putte to explain how we’ll proceed.”
That immediately takes it out of the realm of partisan politics; it isn’t Democrat vs. Republican or liberal vs. conservative, it’s all women working together to rescue our kids from a crushing debt burden.  It also makes it bulletproof in the media – anyone who objects risks being positioned as doubting that women can figure it out!  What fool wants to have that conversation with his wife?  She’ll be waiting for you with hands on hips, at least a skillet in her grip, glaring fiercely and ready to pounce:  “So you don’t think women can figure this out, huh?  Well, hotshot, guess where you’re sleeping until you get your attitude right!”
The women’s initiative also makes for an easy process on the back end:  when they hand the bill to Congress, they tell ‘em, “You don’t need to run this through any committees – the women have been the committee!  And you don’t need to clutter it up with any amendments – the women have already gathered everyone’s requirements.  Just pass it as is, today.”
There are some potential foreign policy gains from the women’s initiative, too.  If President Obama gets on board and has Hillary Clinton and Michelle Obama lead a national bipartisan women’s task force, then Secretary Clinton and President Obama will get credit for becoming proven leaders in their own right, bringing the nation together and solving the biggest economic challenges of the past 100 years.  That will engender a respectful response from the world.
It might also give us a credible “or else” to use in the Middle East, where dictatorships brutally oppress women.  After we show them what happens when the women of a society rise up and demand better lives for their families (rapid, substantive change), they might just think that our Plan A (cooperate with America) looks much more appealing than Plan B (take your chances with Hillary Clinton stirring up the women of your nation).  No guarantees, but worth a try.  (
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